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Sir: ' : 

The applic^t h^eby petitions subject patent 

application be accorded "special" status and be advanced to an early examination based upon 
material of contribution of the subject bve 
conversation of energy resources. 

It is widely known that lithium metal reacts violently with water, and even more 
violently with aqueous acidic solutions. Aqueous battery system 

previously using unprotected lithium metal electrodes. However, due to the rapid corrosion 
of unprotected lithium metal electrodes in water, batteries formed using such electrodes 
would have very short life, and have limited commercial appeal due to safety problems. ; ^ m% 


However^ it has been found that a cell composed of a^H protected in | 

accordance with the present invention can be immersed into acidic aqueous electrolytes^REB 1 4 2006 
without incident. The thermodynamic open circuit potential is observe* PETITION GRANTED 
reference and a normal hydrogen electrode and lithium can be discharge \^ 



im Krynski, 
Special ^ogram Examiner 
Technology Center 1700 


